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LUiS DE ALMEIDA, S. J.

SURGEON, MERCHANT AND MISSIONARY

IN
JAPAN

by
FR. MANUEL TEIXEIRA (A)

PART 1
AND THE MERCHANT

1 -le be an

Luis de Almeida was born in Lisbon about 15%5(;5( )bu?laterghe
his professional education by studying th{? humzmualiﬁed for a di-
turned his attention to the study of medicin€ a0 I%ing John on the
Ploma in surgery which was awarded to him by
30th March, 1546. (?) ,

In the year 1550, he sailed from hls_nﬂtf",  in Malacca he be-
a business venture, and shortly after his mrwai shortly afterwards,
€ame associated with Capt. Duarte da Gama and, gt d there
sailed with him in his ship, in June, 1552t ;ﬁaf};cy were back again
10 the following year, but by the end of 15 Malacca in oneé of ‘hlS
in CﬂﬂtOn, whence Gama sent him back t{? ‘ . arriving
ships, In 1555, Almeida retur ned to ]’apaﬂl n‘z he decided to abandon
at Hirado in July of that year. It was then tha

the sea and hecome a merchant ashore:

THE SURGEON

e land to the Orient ON

Lo Orientalists, in Canber-

N ress of
(A) Talk given on the 28th International Cong
Ta, Australia, n January’ 1971.

(1) Streit, Bibliotheca Missionum,

Japans, (1549 1578) won P. Luis Frois,
’ ) ’ entr
Luis de Almeida, chirugien et marchand avant sor

au Japon, (Lisbonne, 1949), p-, 72
(2) Bourdon, p. 72.
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IN JAPAN

What was the real reason of Almeida’s decision to remain in
Japan? The answer is that fundamentally he was a deeply religious
man. It was this that led him, while still a youth, to change his course
of studies from the humanities to that of medicine, and thus become
more fitted to do something practical towards the alleviation of the
physical sufferings of his fellow men. In Japan he was faced with
the infinitely greater challenge of the spiritual as well as the physical
needs of the Japanese people.

We see this characteristic clearly displayed early in his career
in Japan when he travelled from Hirado to Ojta to beg a Jesuit Fa-
ther to go with him to hear the confessions of his sailors. Father
Baltazar Gago agreed to go to Hirado and Almeida then went back
later to Oita to make the spiritual exercises under the direction of 2
Jesuit.

That Almeida believed it was the will of God that he should re-
main in Japan to be of service to his fellow men there, is stated

by himself iq a letter written at Hirado on the 16th September, 1555,
to Fr. Belchior Nunes Barreto, 8. J..
I want o sq

y that as everything is ordained above 99
God, He has ordained that I should remain here; and thlf,
I believe, would be for his holy service and also to a cert@h
extent, for my salvation. And my main purpose in settling here
was to render a little service to our Lord - and also becaust
am nearimg 30 years of age, and the Church ordains that at
this age each one should decide what life he has to lead $°

that, f ollowing or taking the state of life showed him by our
Lord, he woylg not Iy

ve in mortal sin. 4 10
Thus, Jeeling that to choose that state of life, I 1t
ask the help

. ) 1 r

of Him who can help e — who is Ch o O;i—
Lord — T decideq to remain this year in this land in the Ca;' A
pany of Fr. Baltawar Gago in order to decide upon the "
that our oy

: d shall show me, which will be for His holy s¢r”
vice and my salpagioy, "

(1) Leon Bourdon,

hior
Uma Cartq inédita de ILui ! Padre Belc
o ik is de Almeida ao I,
i (Ellradﬂ» 16 de Setembro (¢ 1555), reprint from «Brotéria, Vol. L
Fasc. 2-3, Aug-Sept, 19 Y
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Almeida’s fortune was at that time estimated to be about four
or five thouszlnd cruzados. (*) He entrusted 2,000 cruzados to his
friend Nuno Alvares, who was going to China, to buy goods for him.
IH. the event of Fr. Belchior Barreto needing that money to buy a
ship to take him to Japan, he could make use of it.

ALMEIDA BECOMES A JESUIT

It was in the year 1556 that Almeida was received as a lay bro-
ther into the Society of Jesus by Fr. Cosme de Torres, Superior of
the Jesuits in Japan. Father Cosme referred to this later in a letter
written at Funai (Oita) on the 7th November, 1557, when he wrote:
«I received a brother here who has the gift of healing? (donum cura-
tionis). (1) On becoming a Jesuit he gave to the J esuit missions 1n
Japan his fortune which, as Boxer writes, quoting a contemporary
document:

It was from four to five thousand cruzado.s _wo?’ﬂl of
silver, which he had brought with him on his admission to tllze
Sovciety in 1556, that the capital was invested by the Jesuts
in the Macao silk-trade, which at once became a-nd. for 310”8
remained the temporal mainstay of the Japan mssion. ()

THE ORPHANAGE AT FUNAI ()

In a letter to King John III, written on the 29th September,
1555, Father Baltazar Gago described the origin of this grphanaie
and Almeida’s great part in it by donating 1,000 crfzzados towlar ?;
its founding. He later said they were tO ask the daimyo to make :
illegal to abandon unwanted children, and instead t0 make 1t CO$;
pulsory for those responsible for such babies 10 bring them Eosuch
orphanage which they hoped to found specially f.or Lt and
children. The orphanage was to be PTOVided wish el ?ursceliurch
cows to supply the bodily needs of the infants Whéle o, When
supplied its earliest spiritual needs in the form of baptism:

e ——

) . bout 4/-3 it was
(1) The value of a cruzado in English moncey 15 estimated at 200

at that time cquated with the silver peso-
(2) Cf. Bourdon, Uma Carta inédita, p- 14. , 1959 45.
(3) C. R. Boxer, The Great Ship from Amacors (LISbon? h ,i:;;md of Kiushu.
(4) Tunai, the present Oita, in the province of Bungo, It €
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. : . .

this was explained in detail to the dasmyo 1ilel v;rlas gter(ﬁnni}; il:ée:ﬁat
i f it wholeheartedly,

ted in the scheme and approved o -

vt;ha::nthe Jesuits wanted should be done. Soon, Father Gago co

i ¢ will be
tinued in the letter, with the help of the Lord, this work wil
started. (!)

M ) ri-
While many historians believe that Almeida’s plans, as desc

ished
bed by Father Gago, were carried out and the orphanage establis
at Funai, Bourdon denies this, arguing that:

Although the daimyo of Bungo seems Lo ha?elglzfz’;s;ti
his support, this project, whose realization certa;;ly o the
Jor itself some formidable difficulties, never actually suzadOS
light of the day. It is probable that the thousand cx Hospi
were used some months later for building the famous

icaciously
tal at Funai, whose management was most effica
assumed by Luis de Almeida. Q)

THE FUNAI HOSPITAL

According to the words of Luis Frdis:

wdoned
Luis de Almeida, . . pitying the needy and abﬂ”gz?;e;t
boor as well as the sk Christians, has sel up a }}?SP them
his own-expense where he admits them all, healing
with gre

at love and charity. (%)
Father Gago

S ital
had already realized the need for Suchl a?o};(()llﬁevc
and had planned one gg early as 1555, but he was not able
his ambitions ungj] the be

s oined by
ginning of 1557 when he was {0;;131 and
Almeida with his similar ambitions and energy, his medica
his money. The daimyo

Otomo Sorin),

B : : lled
of ungo, Otomo Yoshishige (later ca
which he coy]

. d on
to Father Gago, in 1552, a picce of 13,: this

d build a Church and a Preshytcr){- It Waf separate
land that Almeidq built his hospital in 1557 which includec
accommodati

1GE ¢ lld for
on for thoge suffering from curable diseases 2
those suffering from leprosy,

had given

-__"—"—-——-_.___

(1) Quoteq by Bourdon, Ly de Almeida, p. 83, Note 1.
(2) Bourdon, Lyt de Almeida, p. 83,
(3) Quoteq by Bourdon, 4., p. 82, note 3.
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This version of the founding of this hospital is corroborated
by Tr. Francisco de Sousa who wrote:

In Funai, there was built this year (1566) with the alms
of the Portuguese and especially of Luts de Almeida a Hos-
pital with two big departments, one of them for lepers, who in
these islands are treated without any pity, like men cursed by
Heaven; and we are told of wonderful cures of these patients;
the other department was for the children of both sexes,
abandoned by their parentsin the fields and the beaches, either
out of poverty or because they would not take the trouble
to nurse them. Many of these abandoned children were too
enfeebled by exposure to be saved, but whatever could be
done for them — both physically and spiritually — was done,
and they received Baptism before going up to Heaven. The
daimyo of Bungo was so impressed by this work of mercy that
he himself helped the project financially, at the same time
atempting to erradicate the social evil by issuing an order
to the effect that, henceforth, under penalty of death to
themselves, nobody should kill or abandon a child, but that

they should take their unwanted children to the priests in the
hospital to be cared for and cured. (')

Similar evidence concerning Almeida’s hospital is forthcoming
from Ir. Johannes Laures, who wrote:

It has been said above that in 1555, in the capital of
Bungo, Almeida established a foundling home, and shortly
afterwards, a hospital as well. At all events, in 1557 there
was a hospital at Funai with two sections, one for lepers and
the other for curable diseases. In this second section there was
also accommodation set aside for surgical cases of which Al-
meida himself took personal care. As a result of the laf‘ge
number of successful cures, the reputation of this hospital
spread far and wide, so that it reached not only Kyoto, but
even the distant provinces of north-eastern Japan. From
these remote regions there came so maiy bonze:v, sumurai and
other distinguished people to be cured of their diseases, that the

(1) P. Francisco de Sousa, Oriente conquistado, c. 4, d. 2, paragraph 14.
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rolied
hospital could nog possibly accommodate all those fwhfz ;sz il
Jor admission. Thys 46 early as 1559, a second ggsrituiioﬂ
larger hospital was built, and whereas the earlier the new
had, in the main, treated beople of the lower clasfffs};er rank.
hospital was meant to serve the needs of people of hig
: anese
This( 1)1ew hospital was an immediate success ar;d ngg built
patients of a]] classes flocked to it in large numbers. toms and 3
opposite the earljer one in 1559 and had 16 s'eparate r(f)or obyious
large verandah which was later used for surgical care f ertics. It
reasons, this being long before the Listerian era of anltlseilz 12 him-
seems that not only were the sketch plans the work of A I]I;uildiﬂg as
self, but he wag the architect and the constructor of the'lding fund,
well. He was also one of the main contributors to the b;” fugal, an
other notab]e donors being D, Sebastido, the King of Por
the daimyo of Bungo, .| founded bY
The leprosarinm, portion of the earlier hospita the secon
Almeida in 1557 was the first of its kind in the Far East, by Bishop
being that which wag founded twelve years later in Maca(l)? L, WaS
D. Melchior Carnejro, (*) Fr. Apolinar Pastrana, O. F.

riumd
; t leprosa
therefore doubly wrong when he claimed that the ﬁl:scanl: in 1580,
in the Far Fast was tounded in Manila by the Francis

He wrote ag follows:

gﬂt.’:c ‘
o e authe”
San Lézarg Hospital in Manila is one of t [Jmbriat

glories of the Catholic Church and of the ’sons 0]; ;j:j)ﬁgl as @

Seraph . . . Tp, Jriars founded San Lazflrol annals @

leprosariym iy 1 980, the first one registered in the
Far Eastery, cwilization, ¢ Baltazar Gago
The two hospitals were also discussed in 1559 by c‘crning .
when, on the gt November of that year he wrote con e
as follows . devoted 10 i
: tals: one 1s dev ted
We have i Bungo two hospitals; one

¢
. gtyo
s
. » econd Z
wounded and to thyge with sores, while the s
—

(1) Fr, Johannes 1,

106. af
968), p- . ion
(2) Fr. Manye] Teixeira, D, Melchior Carneiro, (Macau, 1J3 e) Coangeli® !:’435’
(3) Fr. Apolinar Pastrana, 0, F. M. The Franciscans and th .

— . VOI' XXXIJ 1
the Philippines ( 1578—1900), in Boletin Eclesiastico de Filipinas,
Jan-Teh 1965, Pp. 105-106,

33,
. P
okyo, 1954)
aures, The Catholic Church in Japan, (Tokyc 8
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to other kinds of diseases. This latter one was built of timber

Just this year and is dedicated to the Visitation of Our Lady.

There are sixteen large rooms with the dwelling for the doctor
are competent in the

annexed, and he is assisted by men who

art .of healing. I'rom last summer up to now more than 200
patients have been healed and cured. Fr. Cosme de
Torres did not turn away anyone, even those of the most
desperate and hopeless nature. Adwanced cases of cancer
and those suffering from long-standing fistulas — some over
26 years — have been healed there and the success should be
attrz'.buted to the divine mercy rather than to human care and
medicine. Although in owr Society of Jesus we have an ex-
cellent surgeon who earned for himself many disciples from
among the personnel of the house, there is one of these who
has the double merit of knowing how to apply medicines to the
body and spiritual remedies to the soul. In addition to that,
he knows the Japanese language perfectbz, so that he is able

to make many conversions among the sick.
In another letter, Fr. Gago completes his information about the

hospital as follows:
This house has a dwelling

charge of the patients. Around
where the patients go and are cured in the sight of everyone.

This refers to those who have S0T6S; for those who need drugs
¢ of the application of these

there is an old Japanese in charg

at the required times. The fame of the hospital spreads as far

as Myako, the capital of the Japanese Empire, and from all
flocked o the hospital,

these parts, so many people have
’ an 200 were treated

that from the summer until now, more th
The priests opened the doors
ble, whether young

either medically or surgically.
to all comers, whether foresaken o7 incura :
or old, and invaded by cancers or ﬁstulas, and our dearest Luis
de Almeida, with his special gift from owr Lord of competence
house to become

There are 1Wo

annex for the doctor who 1s in
s a verandah

the kospital 7

in surgery, has trained some personnel of the
Silva . - -

officers like Brother Duarte da
and the other by surgery,

ways of healing, one by physic . .
and as evidence of the use of the former ¥ ‘the ENPETPENCE of
Guilherme Pereira. He came to Bungo with all the sailors
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ts ship 1ll, and after treatment by dr;ugs. at_ tl.ze l‘ws‘zl’f;i;
(t)];t hlioirzp all ,cured and exhibited such faith in thez; t; (faChina
th(c?; they took supplies of many of the drzg;s el;;lcs ; boneficial
ith them. The results of these d-rug_s have be ests for more.
jf(;wt maiy of the sufferers sent asking the prwf)]f the system
On the surgical side, the methods used o tlfjo‘;fose treated in
niroduced by Brother Luis de Almelda.l ke, have all gone
this way, both Christians and pagans al; ,and they have
back from Funai consoled {zvz(l efllleartell?]c ’accoi'(u”'g to his
all supported the hospital f mana(-llly, ed(-]l v mites through
means. The Japanese poor contributed rzef1 e House of
an alms box under the control of t{w Brot{wi; Of contributions
Mercy, while the Society of | esus itself paid t;wl;;as given some
directy to the hospital. The Drum;fo of B”j’f‘i.ot 200 cruzados

land whose rent in time of peace will amount to
a year. (1) ) -ecords to
There is yet another writer who has left V.alu‘ab:;r{;lble hos-
posterity concerning this remarkable man ar_xd his 1c1c0mmcms arc
pital — Almeida of the Funaj hospital, Again these ot overlook
so completely corroborative of the others that we ‘ml-l?nc <ource ofi-
the possibility that they might all stem from ‘ch('»1 S‘} -vers, they not
ginally. If they are derived from independent o )sttlhcmsclvcs, but

only greatly substantiate the truth of the statements

snments.
. ilities and attamnim
indicate the immense stature of Almeida’s ablhtlcsf JII‘ ¢ subject, A€
. i Vel 1 >
These valuable records concerning this aspect of t
those of Father Schilling,

: eré
b Y "1tl()n 1“‘
() and are worthy of consideraton b2
; ; ida’s servic
because they emphasize the point that Almeida S‘:L \ding nor only
. ot S TTaY 'stal
hospital and to the Japanese community were outsts f his skill and
& - L i ) 0 s
because of this skil] 48 a surgeon, but also because
achievement

] re Of thoSc
ook ¢

$ as a physician. He treated and took

suffering from internal disease

s a3
.lar succes

s with just as spectacular s
—-_-_-_'-‘—________

(1) Lettres ges Missions dy
P.]. Peregring da ¢

by
uutcd
Japan, por Mr A. F. — (Paris, 1830), 4

osta, in Meq
Pp. 18-19,

. 1948)
; Bastord,
licina Portuguesa no I'xtremo-Oriente. (
(2) Dr. Dorotheys §

- Mcdi—
. 10 (’(1
chilling, O.F. M., Os Portuguescs e a introduge

cina no Japao (Coimbyra, 1937), p. 23,
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those whom he treated surgically, Of these latter, Fr. Schilling also
refers to the amazing record of cancer and fistula cases treated
by surgical intervention. With regard to medical cases, Almeida
himself expressed surprise as well as delight at the efficacy of his
drug treatment. Some patients with a long history of 15 or 20 years
of chronic disease were healed in 30-40 days and included among
these were some who would have been considered incurable in Por-
tugal. In one summer alone, that of 1559, he healed more than 60
serious medical cases and more than 140 who suffered from milder
internal or external diseases. In 1562 there were over 100 in-patients
and many hundred attending the polyclinic as out-patients. Many
Japanese, impressed and moved by this record of charitable work,
asked for baptism and in two years more than 2,000 of them were
baptized.

But this brilliant achievement however was unfortunately too

short-lived. In 1587 the hospital was destroyed by fire by the troops
of Shimazu Yoshihira (1533-1611), the Daimyo of Satsuma.

Almeida’s pharmacy was stocked in the early days of the hos-
pital with drugs and herbs imported from China via Macao, and
they were used according to the rules of Chinese medicine; but later,
many drugs used in Portuguese medicine were obtained from Goa.
Evidence of this is contained in a letter written by Almeida in 1564
to Belchior Nunes Barreto in Goa enclosing a list of drugs and me-
dicines to be procured in India. Drugs of vegetable origin however
were readily obtainable in Japan itself. Surgical instruments, on
the other hand, were apparently ordered in the first instance from

Portugal and then later, Japanese artisans imitated and reproduced
replacements locally. (*)

FUNAI MEDICO-SURGICAL SCHOOL

At the time when Almeida started treating surgical cases in his
hospitals at Funai, surgery was unknown and even unheard of, in
Japan; he therefore had to train his own assistants in operative pro-
cedures and in post-operative treatment. The same was necessary

(1) P. J. Peregrino da Costa, Medicina Portuguesa no Extremo Oriente, p. 36,

quoting Fr. Pierre Charles, S. J., Introductions de la Medicine Européenne ak Japan
par les Portugais au XVI me siécle.
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it
in the medical field but in 5 different direction. But in any Zzllst?ai'
Was essential that his assistantg should be given some mfi(iléfne an
ning. He therefore drew up courses of lectu.res b meh's training
surgery and trained his assigtants along these lines. As t fl -+ Schoo
progressed, it gradually assumed the name and status ;) Japanese
of Medicine and Surgery and it became famous among the School 0
as such, and was knowp as the Namban-ryu School — the

the Barbarians of the South. , Superiof
Two years after the School was started however, tlT‘L on their
Jesuit in Japan decided that priests should concent}'ate Almeida
missionary work and take no practical part in he"‘l_m_g' hospitals’
therefore had to relinquish his post as Chief Doctor of Ius)ll il
but fortunately by then his Japanese assistants were WLf the hos-
trained and €Xperienced to he able to carry on the work o flouris
pital by themselves ang the Oita hospitals continued tIOb fire a8
under their contro] until 1587 when they were destroyed c?)’ Pasioy
previously mentioned; but the fact that in 1612 Fr. Fra.nms;riests to
the Visitor of Jesuits, had to renew the orders forbidding I -

stt
: .. ) . le was
practise medicine, shows that Almeida’s good examp

being followed, even if only to 4

°nly to 2 minor degree. n
The case of Py, Cristéirﬁo Ferreira, S. J., another ffu'ﬂf’;it.

in the history of western medicine in J apan —is a il 1'11 II: in 1652
came to Japan in 1609 and remained there until 1,115 dcdtn in
He was appointed Vice-Provincial of the Jesuits in ] zfpf:crpfetcf 2
but later he apostatized under torture and became an l.n,hi Matsud?®
the Shogun, under the name of Sawano Chuan. Kis

writes of him ag follows:

1 pe prace

1t 4s not known where he studied nzedf'c-z}ze,-ﬂ:j’r;[;;;ef L
tised actively, despite his position as official H:);;n—g@ka I’I:
was the author of a medical treatise, — Nam whom w.ﬂ; i
densho — gpq acquired many followers, among ol

. nsai ane
Handa Jumak, Sugimoto Chukai, Yochida AnS
Kichibe;. ("

ame

'

————

- n,
(1) Kichi Matsuda, The Relations between Portugal and Japa
p. 67-68.

5
(Lisbom 1969
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hed under the title of
was disliked by the Ja-
licy existing at the time.

Orangz_r.z;alra,S.(Chufin’s) book was publis
fitifiese ja “;"Sk_m.an, since the word Namban
Todsy (;l;llorltles due to the isolationist pO
strictiy fo 3) the name of Namban is to be avoided for its use i
Namban-r rbidden by Kwanto (the Shogun government). This
This Showy . SCh.OOl shall for the present, be called Komo (Dutch).
was sl s that in the 17th and 18th centuries, Portuguese mf':dicme
A prospering under the name of Dutch medicine which, in
bamryl: ys, was allowed. In any case, by that time, the name Nam-
been implied surgery, and this was no Jonger practised, having

replaced almost entirely by the practice of Chinese medicine.

PART II
THE MISSIONARY
Yokoseura

priesilsl fl 561, the Jesuit organization in Japan C
P our Portuguese lay brothers and four Japanese Jay brothers.
Fr (I:);neStS were Fr. Cosme de Torres, the Superior, 10 Bungo, gnd
J 05.{0 Faspar Vilela, in Myako; the Portugues€ lay brotI}ers were
ches o andes, Lufs de Almeida, Duarte da Silva aflﬂd Aires San-
Bel ’ _thle the Japanese were named Lourengo; Damiio, Paulo and
chior.

-AH the daimyos of Kyushu were eager to attract tO their res-
g?(}tlve ports, the Kurofune () (The Black Ship, 1- The Great
up from Macao). The most tempting of their offers Was the one

made by Sumitada, daimyo of Omura, t0 Fr. Torres.
. .. asking for a brother to be sent Pt

onsisted of two

to manifest the
an assurance that he wanted

laws of God in his realim, giving
10 build churches, which he would willingly endow by besto-
] with all the peasants

wing the port of Vocoxiura (Yokoseum) -
Rt s ound it, adding that 10 he.fz-
out the permis-

for a distance of two Jeagues &7 e part with
then would be allowed 10 S1%Y in this par
sion. of the Fathers; and that if the ships of the Portuguese

s

Boxer in The Great Ship from Amacon,

pp.(zlg_gg_ vtas de Japdo, quoted by C- K
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wished 10 go to the said port, he would remit all duties on ol
the merchants why might come in them to trade for the space
of ten years, together with many other offers.

This offer of the port of Yokoseura was made not to Portugal
buF to the Jesuits, Father Torres chose Almeida to deal with the
daimyo about the cession of the port which was to be called Porto
de Nossa Senhorg 4, Ajuda (Port of Oy Lady of Help).

On the 15¢th July, 1562, Almeida arrived at Yokoseura and 0D
the 16th he went 1o Omura. By the end of July or the beginniog ©
August Fr. Torres also arrived in Yokoseura whereupon Almeida
Went to Omura apg returned five days later with the documents r¢”
lating to the cession of Yokoseurg duly signed. They immediately
began to built a church there, and on the 14th March, 1563, 2 largi‘»
Cross was erected op the top of the hij opposite the church. A wece
later, Omur, Sumitada arrive with his retinue and remained there
for some days to pe instructed in the Christian doctrine. In t3s
ﬁrs't week of June, Sumitada wag baptized together with 25 of I
knights, anq on the following day, he marched to the war. N

About the eng of June or the beginning of July, the Sh,lp 0 Of
Pedro 4, Guerrq arrived there with a party of Jesuits consisting ]
Vathers Lujs réis and Jogo Baptista de]l Monte, and 2 B[-Othf)i_
l]ﬂlm@ Gongalves ang Miguel Vaz, but towards the end of the -
;Jleg November, Yokoseura was sacked and burnt by rc.bels, e
the Pgmrtuguese ships had to flee the port. Torres and Almeida s&-°"
to z.ﬁrlma and Fréis tq Hirado, and thus ended the short life of
melda ag 4 rnissionary at Yokoseura,

Satsuma

. . . ianity
Almeida made, in all, thyee attempts to introduce Christ

in ; IS¢
0 Satsuma, The first attempt arose in this Wwisc:

. b ; many
Shimazy Takahira, the daimyo of Satsuma, tried for

a
« | . 1561,
YErs to atgraet the Macao trade to his ports, and when, 11 15

cstr:ugl‘lese Junk called. at Kyodomari, he seized the ql,}]ox'tl;“‘iyre,
Usting to the “4ptain a letter for Fr, Torres. In this lett I-

Auested Fr, Torres to send him some missionaries, and in 7¢P &

meida and. a Japanese lay brother were sent to Satsuma. £izing

som ,A l;nelda first visiteq Ichihi, where he succct“:dc_d i .bag Sa-
€ ol the People, and then he moved on to the capital ¢ty
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goshi .
the S:il; g} tChr?nk Shimazu for his invitatiton. Thence he sailed in
the voyage thé Ptil Manuel de Mendo-n(;a to Kyodomari but during
of a number of\; ‘ole of the crew fell ill, due Possibly to one or More
Were unaccust actors such as, the extreme winter cold to which they
meida was abl omed, the lack of provisions and bad water. Al-
domari safel CX} cure all the sufferers and the ship arrived in Kyo-
whicl, Alm:'yd. ter a short stay there of only a few days, during
cida was able to baptize nine adults, he returned to Ka-

gOShim a.

Seeing that the people there

emb .
mei;;lce the Catholic faith due to t
made visits to the pagodas of Kukushoji and Nanrinji, and

m .

ﬁ_iii(:lsiile‘:ds 'With the superiors of the monasteries there. The.se
baptizin P‘36W1th the bonzes broke the ice an'd he succeeded 1n
Shimay ug 4 people there, two of them belonging to the Court of
before ’ l. Shortly afterwards he was recalled to Bungo, but not
he had established a permanent house of prayel in

Kagoshima.
sent Kl 1577’ the then superior of Japan, Fr. F rancisco Cabral, S. J.,
que Imeida back again to Satsuma, and again at the daimyo’s 1€~
St; but the opposition of the bonzes was still strong enough In
da’s continued pre-

Spite . :
senc of the daimyo’s influence, t0 make Almel
¢ there of little use, and so he again returned to Bungo-

1582His third and last attempt t0 evangelize Satsuma was made in
when Fr. Gaspar Coelho, Vice-Provincial of Japan, sent Al-

me
cida there once more. But again he failed, due to the same reason
the opposition of the bonzes who forced the daimyo 10 expel

Alme; :
meida, and he left for Takaku in Hizen.

ARIMA
o of Omurd, led to 2 simi-

lar stThe C.0nversion of Sumitada, ¢ iy of Adiina
¢ ep being taken by his brother Yoshisada, the amyo = ’
o t.he latter, secing the flow of trade the owed Sum-ltada s con-
version, reasoned the same go0 d follow his O™ bap-

i d fortune woul ( o
Sm. He therefore, in 1563, invited the missionaries tO go to
chinotsu,

were, on the whole, reluctant to
he influence of the bonzes, Al-
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; ear-head
Almeida was again chosen by the Jesuits to l;e ttllz eszv s po-,
and on arrival at Arima, met with such success, tha
pulation (circa 3 000) was converted before 1570.

; -elative of

Concurrently, the lord of Shimabara, a Subjcc‘; ar:;]dl etilaf:ame

Yoshisada, eager to attract Portuguese tradf: als.o, a ?L\plmei 7

plan and invited the missionaries to ].115- Clt}’: by leaps and

there in 1563 with the result that Christianity grew DY d in 1566,
bonds: in 1564 there were 400 Christians, in 1565, 1000, an

1300.

The bonzes could not tolerate such success and thf and even
the lord of Shimabara to obstruct the missionary Worckm‘igrate in
to expel the missionaries. Many Christians had to
order to keep their fajth, ima Yoshi-

These conversions made 2 great impression on IAf; in Omura
sada, but, as he was afraid of rebellion such as took p a\:as baptised
in 1563, he postponed his baptism until 1576 when he Lsions, AN
by Fr. Gaspar Coelhg. His example led to mass conve

in a short time, 12,000 people were baptized. ] es Were
In 1578, brother Luis de Almeida and Fr. Anténio LoP
expelled from Arimga and they went to Amakusa.

y induCCd

GOTO

The archipelago of Gots (Five Islands) lies near Kyu

In 1563, the lord of Gotd asked for missionaries. Thre‘c y
later, Fr. Torres sent to him Almejqq and a Japanese brother camd
Lourengo. They arrived ip January, 1566, They were we-lcm .
by Tadaaki, daimyo of the islandg, ar;d soo;1 they began their WO
of preaching. In the meantime, Tadaaki fell sick an ke
attributed this to the Punishment by theiy ods Kami and I—Ioto-\ ;
Then the daimyo boycotted the Sermong gAl‘chough he was CUE
by Almeida, he remained indifferent. In' these circumstances, Al
meida asked Torres to recall him tq Bungo,

shu.
ears
lled




Almei 3
Imeida baptized 25 persons and established small congregations in

two '
o other places. He, however, fell sick, and for that reason, was
obliged to leave Goto,

Ioﬁollt}asz only in 1566 _that the first priest went to Gotd, Fr.

Villare ,pilstﬂ del Monte. Then from 1568 to 1570, Fr. Alessandro

e dafff 0 worked there and baptised D. Louis, a bastard son of

there 1y0, and others of his retinue. When Fr. Villareggio left,
were 4,000 Christians in Gotd.

ARCHIPELAGO OF AMAKUSA

Kurnrgr}is archipelago consists of the islands lying to 'the: west of
was ea oto and was under the control of the Jord of Shikki. He too
Stl'ad:e(ger 10 attract Portuguese trade and he 00 resor
pital giy o Inviting Fr. Torres to send some rx_ussmnarzes .
west’ TII the hope that this would lead to opening Up tradcé WI'E g a:
Sent:c fn 1566 Almeida, who had recently returned from ; -Oto"ved
and so ound the new mission at Shikki. Theref he was well 1elce1l r(i
of SthlorE was able to report that he had baptlze_cl l:lOt on y.t Ee:hois_
tian; ki but also about 500 of his people- But this interest 1 Shirkl;i
so‘:‘t?’.was very short lived, and not only did the lord of =
to bﬁ dpostatize, but he compelled all who had cmbracefi Chirsti y
o heathen temple to Amida. In spite of these tnals', however,
gla_n}/_OE them immi rI:Lted to Nagasaki and the conversion rate3 11[-)1
hlk_lu increased to Euch an extent that by 1571 there were 2 30
Bristians there.

The further history of the Jord of Shikki was nothing but tur-

moil and sadness. He attempted t0 assassinate his s'on and succes:sor,
¢ wpaid the Penz;lty ofafailu:z by being exiled to Fligo by the datyo
of SatSUma, and there he died ib his ap.ostasgf. ' e th
1 The early success of the mission 11 Shikki was lSuc I at the
ord of Kawachinoura near Hondo, named A-maxusa zer=no-
Kami’ dec dezl oo follow the example of the lord of Shikki. 'He
t(*:-o wanted a share oc; the Macao tmdq and he too planned to achieve
1S aim by befriending the missionaries: Ir} reSplogse to h}s niquest
or help from Fr. Torres, Almeida was agai called upon in 1569 to

o T
Pen another mission.

Almeida, as we say 1o t

man and the lessons of his exp€

hese days, was no fool. He was a wise
riences at Shikki were by no means
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ned dis?”
announ”
Id have
h dis-

. uza, he felg
lost on hipm, After abouyt twenty da}_'S with %I;]:]i,h ere, an
tisfaction with the situation and hl§ nglet Amakuza wou .
ced his decision ¢, abandon the project. 1 cllhrlemaiﬂ- After mu
nothing of thig and insisted that he Shoul under certain
Cussion), Almeida agreed to stay, but only o of spCeC}: .
Dite conditions. They were: complete ffeect nd Almeida’s Ss 0

om to baptize 4Ny one; Amakusa should 'I;Cl“; little children sho" h
for eight days, at the eng of which one of hi

d his
. newc

.. s eida re €
Amakys, accepted thege conditions and.f:;i?ilon Day 1569,
missionary work with Such zest that op Resurr

0
of Le

. he name

aptized the governor of the City — who took t

um-
ime the B
< ort time ) 0
together With aboyt 50 of his Citizens. In a very She 1,ﬁsp(-;c’clvei)’

€IS of baptisms in the city and its suburbs wer

and 400,

onzes
the b e
. . . p I‘med 10
This mags dCCeptance of Chrlstiamty so ala ;
that they anq Am;

0

ath of Leo-

Makusa’s brothers demanded 1:heI dcciqboth Leo an¢
this Amakygg would net agree, but instead he aske

even-

. M and

Wever he crushed his enemlcels]ris tian for
mself, Temaining a fervent

the rest of his life,

ronano,
s the Jesuit Visitor, Alessancil'o Vﬂgxglzl de
Freat Ship of Captain-Major Lgth July
Brito, The ship arrived g I{uchinotsu, Japan, on the 2 Ma-
isi T hve Jesyiy brothers to proceed t([))e or-
cao — Probably oy the retyry ; of the Same ship — to ida,
i “10sen was Lufs de Almzires

G Carriﬁo, Miguel Vaz and

. it was
- TIved jn Macao however ) I Whe
€ Was no Holy o there Which g essential for t



Ceremony of ords
rdinati -
E: Cee’d to Goaal?)fgotr;. I'he only alternative open to them was tO
5 aAntime their servic is would take about three years and in the
0 the 15th Noye V;Les were badly needed in Japan- Providentially
0 o and Jogo I;n)e.r, 1579, two Franciscans — Fathers Pedro de
l, which th aptista Lucarelli — arrived in Macao with Holy
This e ey brought from Manila.
Priesthooqd 21‘1 b,led Bishop Dom Melchior Carnel
the eng of 1;;;3 five brothers. The ordination took place towards
New priests to ¢ or in the early days of 1580, and enabled the five
P ajor Dom M;Ctum to Japan probably in the Great Ship of Captain-
‘T, Luis de A]guc-l da Gama which arrived in Nagasaki later in 1580.
re_Sidence of A meida was forthwith appointed Rector of the Jesuit
With the Jord makusa, where he re-established his former friendship
ichael, d of Amakuza, now known by his baptismal name of

ro to ordain to the

Almei

eid: ) .

1da was gratified to find that the rate of conversions had
frer Michael’s con-=

not dimin;

mi . :

version trﬁlShed during his absence. In fact, a

Who had be actual number increased greatly, in spite of his wife
ecome one of the most stubborn antagonists of the Church.

In 15
79, however, she too was baptized with the name of Gracia,

and :
subsequently became such 2 sealous apostle that she was, 10
end of 1579, the whole

the mas
ofet]?::m’ 1‘CSp<?nsibIe for the fact that by the
econ I)OP ul_atlon of Amakuza, aumbering about 10,000 souls, had
1¢ Christians.
pa The year 1582 brought
. ?ese mission field to a close
eriously ill and called at once '
prepare him for death.
Church, and his wife
Three months later,
passed piously awa
5th August, 1582

in this part of the Ja-
Dom Michael became
. Almeida to come and
May he presented his arms to the
rich vestment to the poor.
. -hael, the former lord of Amakuza
ied with great solemnity on the

Almeida’s work

ALMEIDA’S DEATH

. 1. did not 1008 survive his friend Dom Michael
: ?
i aCcon—;phsned at Amakuza turned out also to
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+o Jast
f his
. c count O
be Almeidy’s last great achievement. For the ac
days we turn to Father Sousa

-ted tub

On accouny of his hard work he cor:zra‘;lg;i',,; fo rect k"
and when the time arriped Jor the Lord to Cf‘)‘d T ithful w(f: "
the crogy, of justice in rewarg Jor the l-ang I;;’;m}ja lay @Y ﬂz_
n His vineyard, the poor house in w}zz-c/z /’ 7 really ac.«:o.ﬂl
was filled wig), more Christians than it coule ¢ all callig
modate, Some kissed his hands, some '/zz.s' J ‘i‘;‘ ;;a Iy wgakff
him fathey and secking his blessing. Grozw?fg é} ré month 0 t
and weaker, he Jinally restoq i, the Lord m-r wrg;zdered gt
tober | 983, filled with great merit and having e
Services to Goq and his Church, Being fifty T;;ar y and 1€
age, he hag Spent twenty eight of them in 7;215?’-9 Superior °.
Ugioys work abroqq. When he died he was the
Amatkyzg Jesuit hoyse, (")

grf!do‘!:w’

He diegq in October, 1583.
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